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God continues to work all things
according to His purposes even during a
pandemic. Recently, Pastor John Heflick,
the saw God work through shifting plans
while out of the country during COVID19.
In January, John Heflick, pastor of Crossing
Community Church in Valparaiso, IN,
agreed to accompany his friend Bill
McClure on a mission’s trip to Nepal
scheduled for March. McClure heads up a
local marketplace ministry called
Masterworks but also travels to Nepal every
other year to support a group of Nepali
pastors. This year he invited Heflick to join
him. Heflick is no stranger to missions
himself, having dealt primarily with
missions in his past roles. But despite their
combined experience, the trip turned out
differently than either could have
anticipated.
The purpose was to go to two different
places. First, they did a two-day training in
central Nepal with a group of pastor’s
McClure had developed a relationship with.
From there, they went on to a more rural
district in the Himalayas. It was a town
McClure had never been to in the Mugu
district. In this remote area, a two days
horse ride from any vehicle, they held
another pastor’s retreat.
Many of the Napeli pastors they taught
were relatively new pastors, from young
churches. “The oldest church was 18 years
old,” Heflick said. The group they taught in

Mugu were young, some teenagers and
young twenties. All were first-generation
Christians just trying to figure out things as
they went. Many came to Christianity
because of the hope they saw “They were
drawn to Christianity because of its
inclusivity,” says Heflick. “There’s a sense of
fatalism, [in their culture], the obligation
that you have to agree to whatever your life
is in the cast system. There’s a lot of
hopelessness.”
Heflick was a bit hesitant about taking such
a short-term mission’s trip. However, even
in a limited time there, he could see God at
work. “It showed me that the raw message
of Christ is still leading to freedom. [The
churches had] no plans, no positive
development plan, just here’s Jesus,” says,
Heflick.
While in Mugu, ten days into their trip,
Heflick got a call from his wife. That in itself
was amazing considering the electricity was
solar-powered and fickle, and the wifi
hadn’t worked up until that point. She told
him the state department had declared all
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U.S. citizens abroad needed to get home
because of COVID-19. They were scheduled
to leave in a few days, but they left the next
morning. The airlines assured them they
would be able to get on a flight, but when
they arrived at the airport government
police were guarding the doors and no one
was being allowed in. McClure and Heflick
walked the five miles back to their hotel in
Kathmandu with their luggage in tow. The
two ended up staying an additional week as
the only patrons of the hotel.
While there, four or five guys waited on
them and made them food each day.
“Being stuck in a hotel, we got to know
them,” says Heflick. By the end they started
coming into work in jeans… we joked we
were like a family.” Towards the end of the
week, they found a little bakery and threw
the workers a party with cake and coffee.
There was one worker whose English was
good, and they were able communicate
with him interpreting to the others. As the
group stood around talking the subject of
Christianity came up. Heflick and McClure
asked if any of them knew Christians. A few
did, but none had ever been to church. It
was near Easter and they asked if they
knew what Easter was. Christmas they
knew, but not Easter. As they explained,
one guy put his arms out like on a cross.
Heflick recalls, “We said, ‘Yes! But we don’t
celebrate the crucifixion as much as the
resurrection.’” And right there they had the
opportunity to share the salvation story.
Heflick and McClure were finally able to
return home and settle into quarantine life
in the U.S., but only after getting the chance
to ministry both to pastors and to some
ordinary people they might never have had

the chance to if things had gone according
to plan. God had a plan as He always does,
even in chaos. Despite what instability
might be surrounding us, the gospel is still
powerful. God is still bringing people to
Himself through us, as long as we stay open
to letting Him. *

REGEN POSTPONED
It is with deep regret and disappointment
that we are announcing the postponement
of ReGen 2020 due to the ongoing
uncertainty related to COVID-19. There is
some good news. We were able to
reschedule ReGen for July 1-5, 2021 on the
Taylor University campus.
For those who have already registered and
paid for this year, you will receive an email
asking you to indicate one of three options
for your registration payment.
1. Apply your registration payment
over to ReGen 2021. If you would like this
option, you do not need to do anything and
we will automatically apply your
registration payment for ReGen 2021 and
hold your spot(s) for you at this year’s
prices even though registration prices will
likely increase slightly for next year.
2. Refund minus processing fees. We
will be able to issue you a refund for the
entirety of your registration cost except for
the processing fee charged by PayPal.
3. Charitable donation to Evana. At this
time of diminished offerings and church
contributions, Evana Network is facing a
difficult financial future. We would be very
grateful if you are able to turn your
registration into a tax-deductible donation
to Evana. Please let us know if you are
willing to do this and we will issue a
donation letter to you. ~Matt Hamsher

